in treating venereal cases ; while the leading private practitioners, who devote themselves to the treatment of seamen on board their ships, have been requested to furnish similar information. We only hope that as long an interval will not elapse between the institution of these inquiries and the appearance of some practical result, as usually does in similar cases. The fact that the evil has been left to itself for so many years, will be no excuse for treating the Apart from the more serious views which may be taken of the question of syphilis in the merchant navy?such as the suffering, the loss of life, and the diffusion of disease which it entails, there is another, which will perhaps be more easily appreciated by some persons. Merchant ships are (on economic grounds) insufficiently manned. It is very false economy to carry seamen who are confined to the forecastle by venereal diseases, particularly when they occupy the places of effective men, for want of whose services the ship may be lost.
We do not mean to hint that the Supreme Government will grudge any expenditure that may be entailed by applying the " Contagious Diseases Act" to this country. But should the establishment of Lock Hospitals in seaport towns entail a little extra local taxation, we dare say that the proposal will be received with a storin of protests. Those who may have to pay, can, however, comfort themselves "with the reflection that the money will be expended for unquestionably useful purposes ; for even should the spread of venereal diseases not be appreciably checked, a number of individual cases will be relieved, o cured.
It must be confessed that an effective " Contagious Diseases Prevention" scheme will necessarily be a very costly one in a city like this, where, we have been told, one street boasts of 3,000 prostitutes, and the whole body is said to number ten times that amount. But a scheme that would effectually eradicate the pest is worth any expenditure.
